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Congratulations Graduates! 

     NEWPORT, R.I. -- U.S. Naval War 
College graduated more than 1,500 
students on Friday, June 14, in a 
ceremony at Naval Station Newport 
overlooking Narragansett Bay. 
The graduates are officers in the U.S. 
Navy, Marine Corps, Army, Air Force 
and Coast Guard, in addition to civilian 
employees of the Department of Defense 
and other U.S. federal agencies. They 
were joined by international military 
officers hailing from 73 nations that are 
U.S. partners. 
     In dress uniforms and suits, more 

than 500 graduates were in attendance to 
cross the stage on historic Dewey Field. 
     Secretary of the Navy Richard V. 
Spencer delivered the keynote address, 
describing the challenging geopolitical 
picture facing the nationôs military and 
urging the new graduates to play a 
leadership role. 
     ñThe influence of sea power on 
todayôs global commerce goes beyond 
anything Alfred Thayer Mahan could 
have imagined when he helmed this 
institution. Todayôs distributed 
battlespace would send Clausewitz back 

Students of U.S. Naval War College's (NWC) 2019 graduating class participate in 
a commencement ceremony on Dewey Field, June 14. The graduating class of 
2019 included 318 resident students of the Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, Army, 
Coast Guard, federal civilian employees and 110 international students. Addition-
ally, 1,080 students completed coursework through NWC's College of Distance 
Education programs.  (U.S. Navy photo by Jaima Fogg/Released) 
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AROUND THE STATION ...  

NS Newport Public Affairs Office  
PAO Office Line: (401) 841-3538 
Base Condition Line: (401) 841-2211 
E-Mail: NWPT_ContactUs@navy.mil  
 
Command and Staff 
Capt. Ian L. Johnson, Commanding Officer 
Lisa Rama, Public Affairs Officer 
Cmdr. Corey Barker, Public Affairs Officer 
Kalen Arreola, Public Affairs Specialist 
 
Operational and Exercise Impacts are often 

communicated to the public 
first using the installation 
social media outlets: 

¶ FB: Facebook.com/
NAVSTANewport 

¶ Twitter: @NAVSTANEWPORTRI 

¶ Instagram: @navstanewportri 

¶ LinkedIn: LinkedIn.com/company/navstanewport 
 
DISCLAIMER: The Department of the Navy does not 
endorse and is not associated with the non-federal 
entities in this publication. 

to the drawing board,ò Spencer said, referring to the 
military thinker Carl von Clausewitz. 
     ñAnd the information warfare today outpaces the 
world of Sun Tzu. But the creative problem-solving and 
strategic thinking that these strategists personified is 
more important than ever,ò he said. ñLike the curriculum 
you all completed, the Naval War College is rooted in 
tradition but fueled, fueled by your innovation.ò 
     Spencer told graduates to be emboldened by their 
recent education to speak up and to challenge 
assumptions as soon as they arrive at their next 
command or position. Time is of the essence in this era 
of heightened competition among nations, he said. 
     ñOver the past three years weôve been rebuilding, 
modernizing and recharging this force. But the 
technology gap that we have enjoyed for years is under 
threat,ò Spencer said. ñWe have the resources to widen 
that advantage again. We have the money. And as I look 
out here, we have the intellect and the energy. What we 
do not have is time. Put your academic achievements to 

work -- immediately and relentlessly.ò 
     The college recognized its top graduates with 
academic awards. 
     The Drs. Daniel and Susan Thys Academic Prize for 
the highest grade point average by a U.S. Navy student 
was awarded to Cmdr. Christi S. Montgomery. 

Acting Naval War 

College President 

Lewis Duncan ad-

dressed the 2019 Sum-

mer Graduates last Fri-

day as Secretary of the 

Navy Richard V. 

Spencer, (seated to the 

right) prepares to de-

liver the keynote ad-

dress. (U.S. Navy pho-

to by MC2 Justin 

Johndro/released)  

mailto:nwpt_contactus@navy.mil
http://www.facebook.com/navstanewport
twitter.com/navstanewportri
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AROUND THE STATION é  
     The Capt. James T. Larkin Award for Academic 
Excellence by a Marine Corps student went to Lt. Col. 
Jesse L. Sjoberg. 
     The Edward H. Bragg Award for Academic 
Excellence among Coast Guard students was earned by 
Cmdr. Thomas C. D'Arcy. 
     The Adm. Ike Kidd Naval Intelligence 
Foundation Award for achievement among intelligence 
officers went to civilian Andrew J. Rhodes. 
     Each June, two graduates who demonstrate a 
high degree of academic performance, 
participation in college and community activities 
and promotion of government service in the 
public interest are recognized. This year, the 
William Sowden Sims Award went to Army Maj. 
Steven J. Orbon and the Stephen Bleecker Luce 
Award went to State Department civilian Mr. 
Christopher W. Smith. 
     Among international students, the Rear 
Admiral Joseph C. Strasser Naval Staff College 
International Leadership Prize was awarded to 
Cmdr. Carlos Eduardo Ribeiro de Macedo, Navy 
of Brazil. 
     The Rear Admiral Joseph C. Strasser Naval 
Command College International Leadership Prize 
was awarded to Cmdr. Senior Grade Christophe 
Colonval of the Belgian Navy. 
     The college also awards 20 prizes for 
distinguished writing.  
     Established in 1884, U.S. Naval War College is 
the oldest institution of its kind in the world. More 
than 50,000 students have graduated since the first 
class of nine students in 1885. 
     Today, the college offers a one-year graduate-
level program to roughly 600 resident students 
annually. Graduates can earn a Master of Arts 
degree in national security and strategic studies or 
defense and strategic studies. While many 
students graduate in June, others receive their 
degrees in March and November. 
Another 1,000 distance-learning students 
complete the collegeôs core joint professional 
military education courses each year from 
locations around the country, with some going on 
to earn the masterôs degree. 
     The college has a prestigious group of alumni: 
About 300 of todayôs active-duty admirals, 
generals and senior executive service leaders are 
graduates. Since creating a program for 
international officers in 1956, the college has 
more than 4,500 international alumni from 137 
countries. 
     On Friday, Acting President Lewis Duncan 
sent the graduates off with the charge to be 
leaders. 

     ñTo our graduates, you depart Newport to be part of 
the solution, to meet the great challenges that fall to the 
free nations represented beneath this tent,ò Duncan said. 
ñYou go forward stronger, smarter and spiritually 
reinvigorated for the tasks ahead. You take with you the 
knowledge of centuries relevant to the challenge of today 
ï and the greater trust and confidence you have gained in 
your classmates from other services, from other 
countries,ò he said. 

SECNAV Spencer personally congratulated the 318 resident 

students of the Navy, Marine Corps, 

Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, feder-

al civilian employees and the 110 in-

ternational students  in attendance.  

(U.S. Navy photo by Jaima Fogg/

released)   
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AROUND THE STATION ...  

New President Announced for Naval War College 
From Secretary of the Navy  
Public Affairs 

Secretary of the Navy Richard V. Spencer announced June 
14 that Rear Admiral (lower half) Shoshana S. Chatfield will 
be the new president of the Naval War College. 
ñRear Admiral Chatfield is a historic choice for the Naval 

War College. She is the embodiment of the type of warrior-
scholar we need now to lead this storied institution as it 
educates our next generation of leaders,ò said Spencer. ñAs our 
Education for Seapower (E4S) Study noted, our capacity for 
critical thinking in an age of increasing complexity will be our 
most important strategic advantage.  Admiral Chatfield will 
play a pivotal role in leading the War College as it integrates 
into the new Naval University system we are now establishing 
to foster a culture of continuous learning in the naval 
services.ò 
Chatfield will be the first woman president in the history of 

the Naval War College.   
She earned her doctorate in education from the University 

of San Diego.  She is a naval aviator (helicopters) who 
commanded at both the squadron and wing levels.  She also 
served as a Provincial Reconstruction Team Commander in 
Farah Province, Afghanistan. She is currently serving as 
Commander, Joint Region Marianas, Guam.  

 (U.S Navy photo) 

Last Friday was a very busy day onboard NS Newport with the NWC 

Graduation taking place on Dewey Field and the Navy Supply Corps 

School graduating 2nd Battalion.  Officer Training Command New-

port (OTCN) also celebrated a graduation for 98 newly commissioned 

officers who arrived on March 24 to begin their 12 weeks of Officer 

Candidate School.  OTCN convenes 17 OCS classes annually.  BZ to 

class 12-19! (photo courtesy of OTCN)  
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AROUND THE STATION ...  

The Navy Supply Corps School (NSCS) held a Basic 

Qualification Course graduation for 31 students as-

signed to 2nd Battalion Charlie and Delta Companies,  

June 14, inside Wheeler Hall.  Rear Adm. Kevin 

Jones, Commander, Defense Logistics Agency Distri-

bution, shown in the photo on the right along with  

Capt. Nick Rapley, Commanding Officer of the 

school, was the guest speaker for the event and spoke 

of the importance of Culture, Customer, and Com-

mand to the students.  Fair Winds and Following Seas 

to the Navyôs newest Supply Corps Officers.  (photos 

courtesy of NSCS) 

Culinary Specialist 1st Class (Seabee Combat 

Warfare) Shasidy R. Shults, was awarded the Navy 

and Marine Corps Achievement medal for the sixth 

time on Monday for exemplary service. She served 

as funeral Honor Guard Detail Coordinator and 

Leading Petty Officer at NS Newport from May 2016 

to June 2019. Shults demonstrated meticulous 

attention to detail in the execution of 970 military 

funeral honor requests achieving zero missed 

funerals. She led 110 active and reserve sailors in 

the service of 9,000 hours throughout the New 

England area which resulted in 850 customer 

surveys receiving an excellent grade as honors 

were flawlessly performed. She also acted as 

command duty officer for the 50 tenant commands 

amassing 14,000 military an civilian personnel.  

BZ CS1 Shults, best of luck with the SEABEEôs in Mississippi and thank you for a job well done!! 
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BRISTOL CELEBRATES  THE 4TH ...  

USS TORNADO TO VISIT BRISTOL DURING THE 234TH 
INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION  

 

 USS TORNADO (PC-14) is the 14th and fi-
nal of the Cyclone coastal patrol ship. Her keel 
was laid on August 25, 1998 and was commis-
sioned on June 24, 2000 with 4 officers and 22 
enlisted personnel.   She is 179ô  long with a 25ô 
beam.  Her armament consists of two MK 38 
and several 50 caliber and M240 machine guns.  
 On October 1, 2004, USS TORNADO was 

decommissioned from the U.S. Navy and offi-
cially transferred to the U.S. Coast Guard where 
she was recommissioned as USCGC (WPC 14) 
where she remained until September 30, 2011 
when she was re-transferred back to the U.S. Na-
vy and re-commissioned on December 6, 2011.  
The TORNADO is homeported at Naval Station 
Mayport, FL 
Her primary mission, in addition to drug in-

terdiction, is coastal patrol to help protect our 
Nationôs coastline, ports, and waterways from 
terrorist attack. She is presently commanded by 
Lt.Cmdr. Brian W. Stueber, USN a native of 
New Jersey who enlisted in the Navy in 1996 
and was commissioned in 2008 
The USS TORNADO will host tours on 

Wednesday, July 3rd from 3:30 PM to 5:30 PM 
and on Thursday, July4th from 3:00 to 5:30 PM 
at the US Coast Guard Pier at the intersection of 

Constitution and Thames Streets.  
Please note that while visitors are welcome 

aboard the ship, strict security procedures will be 
in place for the active naval ship.  Guests must 
show a photo ID and children must be accompa-
nied and supervised by an adult at all times.  
U.S. Naval Regulations require that all purses 
and packages be searched.  Visitors are strongly 
encouraged to lock unnecessary purses and bags 
in their vehicles since the security search will 
delay the tour process.  All persons will be sub-
jected to a metal detector search.  If a person 
cannot be screened through a metal detector 
search, they may be patted down.   Visitors are 
reminded to wear comfortable, protective foot-
wear (no open toes, heels, or platform shoes). 
Parking in the area of the US Coast Guard 

Pier will be limited to on-street parking. 
 
NAVAL STATION PARTICIPATION 
FOR THE PARADE INCLUDE: 
Navy Band Northeast; Officer Training 

Commandôs Officer Development School; Ma-
rine Corps Detachment, Newport and Navy Sup-
ply Corps School students.  Come out and cheer 
on your sea service colleagues. 
For a complete list of events, go to:  

www.fourthofjulybristol.com  
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FLEET & FAMILY SUPPORT ...  

Museums across America are 
rolling out the red carpet for active-
duty, National Guard and reserve 
service members and their families 
between Memorial Day and Labor 
Day. Simply flash your ID and enjoy 
free access through the Blue Star 
Museums initiative. 
The program is a collaborative 

effort between the Department of 
Defense, the National Endowment 
for the Arts, Blue Star Families and 
participating museums. The Blue 
Star Museums initiative provides 
even more ways for you and your 
family to explore your community, 
spend time together and share 
adventures. 

 

Be in the Know 
Here are some helpful things to 

know about the Blue Star Museums 

initiative: 
You'll be in good company. 

More than 2 million military families 
have enjoyed Blue Star Museums 
since the program launched in 2010. 
Join their ranks, if you haven't 
already. 
Your ID card is your ticket to 

the museums. Just show your 
common access card, or DD Form 
1173 or 1173-1 identification card. 
Your admission is free, so 

there's no need to limit 
yourself. Explore fine art, history, 
science, children's museums, 
arboretums, historical parks, nature 
centers and more. Find participating 
museums near you or along your 
travel route. 
Your Information, Tickets and 

Travel office can add to your fun. 
As you map out your museum visits 

this summer, check with the office to 
find additional attractions in your 
area. 
You can enjoy a staycation in 

your new community. If you're 
settling into a new duty station, take 
a break from unpacking and explore. 
Blue Star Museum visits will help 
you get to know the place and its 
people. 
Make it a blockbuster summer. 

See how many Blue Star Museums 
you can explore ð and be sure to 
take advantage of the other great 
opportunities your Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation program offers. 
For information on participating 

museums, go to:  https://
www.arts.gov/national-initiatives/
blue-star-museums 

Summer Museum Program Begins 

Theyôre at it 

again! The 

Rhode Island 

National Guardôs Child and Youth Pro-

gram is hosting wonderful FREE events 

for military youth! These events are open 

to currently serving military in all branch-

es and components! 

The events are first-come, first-serve, and 

will fill up quickly, so register ASAP! 

Tuesday, July 16 from 12:45PM-

5:00PM ï Fishing Trip (ages 6 to 18 

year olds) 

Tuesday, July 25 from 10:00AM-

12:30PM ï Kayak Adventure (ages 10 

years old and up) 

Register here: 
www.ringsummer.splashthat.com  or for 
more information, contact:  Holland K. 
Tulip, Lead Child & Youth Program Coor-
dinator, RI National Guard Military Fami-
ly Programs at (401)275-1254 or email:    
Holland.k.tulip.ctr@mail.mil 

https://link.zixcentral.com/u/7bfb13dc/XHG9zPyN6RGBkCPchnsoMg?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ringsummer.splashthat.com%2F
mailto:Holland.k.tulip.ctr@mail.mil
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THE MEAT & POTATOES OF LIFE ... 

Whether it was 
pouring cold from the 
garden hose, 
stagnating in a blow 
up pool, or sparkling 
blue below the high 
dive at the community 
park, when I was a 
kid I tried to be in 
water all summer 
long. Especially on our summer 
beach vacations, where my brother 
and I spent the vast majority of our 
waking hours in the 
Atlantic Ocean. 
Despite my portly 

frame, I had a certain 
natural grace in the 
water, slicing through 
waves with effortless 
fluidity. I dove, hands 
outstretched, head 
tucked, toes pointed, 
into oncoming waves, 
and with one dolphin 
kick burst through to 
the surface, unscathed, 
hair slicked. On calm 
days, I explored the 
depths weightlessly, 
hands at my sides, eyes 
open, propelling myself with ñMan 
from Atlantisò undulations. 
Before Boogie boards were 

invented, we rode the waves on 
inflatable canvas rafts. Paddling 
ñHawaii Five-Oò style, I flew high on 
the crest in an exhilarating rush 
toward the towels and umbrellas. If I 
got dumped, I tumbled helplessly like 
a rag doll in a washing machine, over 
and over, head over heels, until I was 
released, choking, with a snoot full of 
water, grit in my teeth, and a scrape 
on the end of my nose.  
Iôd wait for that sneezy tickle in 

my sinuses to subside, and run back 
to the water, swimming, slicing, 
flying. 
Nearly forty years later, I find 

myself at the beach again. But now, 
my husband and I watch our own 

children romping in the waves from 
the comfort of our beach chairs.  
An hour goes by and I have an 

unflattering moustache of beaded 
sweat under my nose. The cold 
beverages from the cooler have been 
going down quite nicely, but now my 
bladder is full. Walking back to the 
cottage just to go to the bathroom 
seems such a waste of relaxation 
time. 
I resolve to go for a swim.  
Why not? 

I used to spend the entire day in 
the ocean, with one stop for a quick 
lunch ï usually a cheese sandwich 
and Tang. I swam like a fish, and 
rode waves like a dolphin. 
I try to stand up but lurch forward 

only a couple inches before falling 
back into the chair. The low center of 
gravity, along with my middle aged 
stomach muscles, forces me to try a 
new approach. Gripping the armrests, 
I swing my head forward, hoping my 
torsoôs momentum will lift my rear 
high enough out of the seat for my 
legs to take over.  
It works, and I march into the 

water, smiling and waving to the 
kids. Knee deep, I see a formidable 
trough where waves are thudding 
solidly onto the sand. I realize that I 
have to somehow get through a ditch 
of spinning, sandblasting current 

without making an idiot out of 
myself. 
I want to turn back, but nature 

calls. Miraculously, the churning roll 
of water and sand in the ditch doesnôt 
suck me in, and I struggle through 
without getting my hair wet. Ha! Iôve 
still got it, I think, and swim toward 
my children triumphantly. 
ñWatch out, Mom!ò my daughter 

yells, as a huge breaker barrels in. So 
much for keeping my hair dry. I dive 
under the wave, and it feels as though 

my body has just been fed 
through the wringer of an 
old washing machine. I 
pop up looking like a 
drowned rat, but feeling 
somewhat athletic, as 
another beautiful teal green 
wave rises up ahead of me. 
ñLetôs ride this one!ò I 

yell to my daughter. No 
sooner do I experience the 
thrill of being carried on 
the top of the wave, than 
my face hits the sandy 
bottom. I hear a tiny 
crunch as my legs are 
thrown over my head. Iôm 
not sure how many times I 

tumble, but I eventually struggle to 
my feet in the foamy surf, with my 
suit cocked sideways and drooping 
with ten pounds of sand.  
Staggering back to find a towel, I 

realize that Iôm not a kid anymore. 
Like years, the waves keep rolling 
by, and although the water still calls 
to me, Iôm perfectly happy to sit back 
and watch from the comfort of my 
beach chair.  

Lisa Molinari 

Lisaôs syndicated column 
appears in military and 
civilian newspapers  

including Stars and Stripes,  
and on her blog at 

themeatandpotatoesoflife.com. 

She can be contacted at 
meatandpotatoesoflife@gmail.com. 

Redefining Hang Ten 
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MORALE, WELFARE & RECREATION ... 


